
ΤΑΧΟΣ: AN EXEGESIS OF REVELATION 1:1 
ΑΠΟΚΑΛΥΨΙΣ ΙΩΑΝΝΟΥ 1:1 Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἣν ἔδωκεν αὐτῷ ὁ θεὸς δεῖξαι τοῖς 

δούλοις αὐτοῦ, ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει, καὶ ἐσήμανεν ἀποστείλας διὰ τοῦ ἀγγέλου αὐτοῦ τῷ 

δούλῳ αὐτοῦ Ἰωάννῃ… 

REVELATION 1:1 (MEV) “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to Him to show to His 

servants things which must soon take place. He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant 

John…” 

QUESTION 
Is Jesus saying that the events of the Book of Revelation would take place shortly after delivering 

this revelation to the apostle John? 

 

VINE’S EXPOSITORY DICTIONARY OF OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT WORDS 

ταχύς, #5036, “swift, speedy,” is used in Jas. 1:19, “therefore, my beloved brothers, let every 

man be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.”  

STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANCE  

HTTP://BIBLEHUB.COM/STR/GREEK/5034.HTM 
Refers to speed: A brief space (of time), i.e. 

(with en prefixed) in haste -- + quickly, + shortly, 

+ speedily. Greek Forms: ταχει τάχει ταχέως 

τάχος τάχους 

 

HELPS WORD-STUDIES  

Cognate: #5034 táxos – swiftness (speed), 
i.e. done as quickly (speedily) as is 
appropriate to the particular situation. 

 

When answering this question we must ask how the Greek word τάχος measures time.  The agreement 

between Vine’s Expository Dictionary, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, and HELPS Word-Studies is 

clear and indicates that τάχος measures the speed or hastiness in which an event must take place.  It 

does not say when something should take place.  

Revelation 1:1 is not stating that the events foretold would take place soon after their writing, but 

rather, that the events foretold in Christ’s revelation to John would take place swiftly.  

This is in line with passages such as Matthew 24:22 and 24:34, where the Lord speaks of the shortening 

the time during which these things must take place for the sake of the elect and says that these events 

will be accomplished in the span of one generation.    

http://biblehub.com/str/greek/5034.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm


COMPARISONS AND USAGE 
The following passages demonstrate the usage of the word τάχος. 

Luke 18:8 (MEV) 

I tell you, He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He find 

faith on the earth?”  

In Jesus’ discourse on end-times events from Luke He Jesus says that God’s vengeance for the sake of 
the martyrs would be made speedily upon the world when He comes.  Jesus is not setting a time-frame 
for His return, but rather, describing the nature of His return as executing judgment swiftly.   

This foreshadows what is spoken of in Revelation 6:9-11, 17 where the Lord will pour out His wrath 
upon the earth to avenge those who were “killed for the word of God and for the testimony which they 
held”; there will be “hail and fire mingled with blood” cast upon the earth that will burn up a third of the 
earth’s vegetation (8:7), a third of the sea becoming blood and killing a third of oceanic life (8:8-9), and a 
third of the earth’s fresh water will become poisonous (8:10-11); and these are only the first three 
trumpets!  

Therefore, Jesus is speaking of how swiftly and decisively “the day of vengeance of our God” (Isaiah 
61:2) will be!  These events will not be drawn out over 100’s or 1,000’s of years.   

James 1:19 (MEV)  

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to 
anger.” 

As noted in Vine’s Expository Dictionary, τάχος is used in James to present the famously challenging 
admonition to be “swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger”.  

DOCTRINE AND APPLICATION 

The idea that these words convey the swiftness – not the time – in which these events will take place is 
vital to end times eschatology because Jesus told us that “when these things begin to happen, look up 
and lift up your heads, for your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28); the events described will 
follow rapidly in sequence, and when we see the wars, famines, persecutions, followed by the 
abomination of desolation and great tribulation occur, then we will know that the end is near, “even at 
the doors” (Mark 13:29). 

Many eschatological errors have occurred throughout Church history because theologians tried to select 
events spanning 100’s or even 1,000’s of years of Church history to fit into the descriptions of these 
prophecies.  But rather, these events will happen succinctly in rapid succession.  



A COMPARISON OF REVELATION 1:1 IN THE GREEK AND ENGLISH  
 

Strong's Transliteration Greek English 
602 [e] Apokalypsis Ἀποκάλυψις [The] Revelation 
2424 [e] Iēsou Ἰησοῦ of Jesus 
5547 [e] Christou Χριστοῦ, Christ, 
3739 [e] hēn ἣν which 
1325 [e] edōken ἔδωκεν gave 
846 [e] autō αὐτῷ to him 
3588 [e] ho ὁ -  
2316 [e] Theos Θεός, God, 
1166 [e] deixai δεῖξαι to show 
3588 [e] tois τοῖς to the 
1401 [e] doulois δούλοις bond-servants 
846 [e] autou αὐτοῦ of him, 
3739 [e] ha ἃ what things 
1163 [e] dei δεῖ it behoves 
1096 [e] genesthai γενέσθαι to take place 
1722 [e] en ἐν in 
5034 [e] tachei τάχει, quickness. 
2532 [e] kai καὶ and 
4591 [e] esēmanen ἐσήμανεν he signified [it], 
649 [e] aposteilas ἀποστείλας having sent 
1223 [e] dia διὰ through 
3588 [e] tou τοῦ the 
32 [e] angelou ἀγγέλου angel 
846 [e] autou αὐτοῦ, of him, 
3588 [e] tō τῷ to the 
1401 [e] doulō δούλῳ servant 
846 [e] autou αὐτοῦ of him, 
2491 [e] Iōannē Ἰωάννῃ*, John, 
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